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President’s Message
In these times of intensive
human disturbances on the
landscape it is very important that wildlife professionals stay connected with
sources of information and
support that help them with
their career and jobs. The
Alberta Chapter of the
Wildlife Society traditionally supports student chapters and wildlife students
through scholarships and
awards. We will continue in
supporting this important
segment of people as they
enter the field of wildlife
management, but we also
need to support the adult
members through education
and networking opportunities.
Starting on October 21,
2011, the Alberta Chapter
will be hosting a series of
monthly presentations in
Lethbridge as a means to
encourage education and
networking. The events will
be available live to student
and chapter members in
that area and we are exploring ways to have them
available via internet to
others that may be interested. Check out this news-

letter for details and thank
you to board member Richard Quinlan for taking the
lead in organizing this series called “Wildlife in the
Wind”.
If you are a member of the
Canadian Section you would
have had the opportunity
participate in the first
CSTWS Electronic Education Series on April 5, a
presentation by Dr. Lee
Foote on “Sustainable Use
of North American Wildlife, What Can Africa
Teach Us”. This was an excellent presentation and
the CSTWS is planning another one in October or
November. These presentations are free to CSTWS
members and I would encourage you to join (annual
membership is only $10) to
take part in these.
If you are a member of The
Wildlife Society you receive The Wildlife Professional, an excellent publication that is requesting more
Canadian Content in future
issues. Each issue is centered on a particular theme

(s) (e.g., the spring issue
highlighted wetlands and
wildlife and the impacts of
free-roaming cats). Upcoming issues will highlight the
role of zoos in wildlife conservation/management
(Winter 2011), wildlife diseases (spring 2012), invasive species management
(summer 2012), 75th Anniversary issue (fall 2012),
and endangered species
(winter 2012). If you are
interested in providing an
article on one of these topics or can recommend someone who has expertise in
any of these areas from a
Canadian perspective,
please let me know – I will
make recommendations to
the editorial board to see
if they can contribute.
I encourage you all to be
members of these parent
organizations as well as the
Alberta Chapter to take
full advantage of what the
Wildlife Society has to offer to support us as wildlife
professionals.

Volume 22, Issue 3
October 17, 2011

Newsletter editor:
Lisa Wilkinson
Lisa.wilkinson@gov.ab.ca

Special points of interest:
☺ ACTWS Annual Meeting,
First Announcement
☺ Read about the many actions of the Conservation
Committee

Inside this issue:
Baydack’s Banter

2

Cdn. Section Report
Conservation Manage- 3
ment Plans
Conservation Committee—update

4

BearSmart

6

Student Conclave

7

Wildlife in the Wind

8

Speaker’s Series

Jim Allen

ACTWS Annual Mtg

Announcement

9

‘Baydack’s Banter’ - Canadian Section Representative’s Report
gether in a different kind of paradise
in the next few weeks as we take part
in the 18th Annual Conference of The
Wildlife Society in Waikoloa, Hawaii.
As I have mentioned several times
before, the Annual Conference is the
highlight of The Wildlife Society
every year. I understand that registration for this year’s Conference has
exceeded past numbers for this point
in time. This year’s Program will include an additional concurrent session
and more posters due to unprecedented demand for presentations and with a wide range of issues relating to
technical displays. Sessions will again the proper functioning of our Society.
Of particular interest this year will be
the recent Position Statements on Fe“...lots of things going on and lots
ral and Free-Ranging Domestic Cats
of changes taking place.”
and on Animal Rights, both of which

“...the Annual Conference is the highlight of The Wildlife Society every year.”
be more striking and vibrant than
ever before – marvelous in terms of
their red, orange, yellow, and burgundy hues – a paradise indeed!
The Thunder Bay trip was enjoyable
for many other reasons, most particularly that the AGM organizers from
the Ontario Chapter and Canadian
Section did an outstanding job in developing a well-rounded program including exceptional speakers, interesting topics, dynamic round table
discussions, and a well-organized business meeting. And if this was not
enough, the Lakehead University Student Chapter hosted the first-ever
Student Conclave and Quiz Bowl to
kick off the weekend. My hat goes
off to each of you who were involved
in what was a superb Canadian Section
event. Well done!
Many of us will next be getting to-
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be recorded for future viewing if
members so desire, and continuing
advancements in electronic media will
make the Conference more ‘portable’
than in years past. Of course a ‘mustdo’ if you are attending is to join us
at the Canadian Members and Friends
Reception being held on Tuesday November 8 from 530-730 pm in Queens
6 at the Hilton Waikoloa Village. This
Reception has become a favorite for
many Conference attendees, and our
‘friends’ in particular enjoy the opportunity to network and exchange information on recent events and happenings in each other’s worlds. So don’t
miss it if you make it to Hawaii!
My time at the Annual Conference is
always filled with TWS events and
functions and that means I rarely
have the time to take part in the
technical side of the Conference.
Council meets for 2.5 days as we deal

have garnered media attention south of
the border, and may result in protesters taking part in this year’s Conference – interesting times indeed! If you
have not had a chance to review these
Statements, I encourage you to do so
by going to the TWS website –
www.wildlife.org
I am also looking forward to further
discussions on my activities relating to
the future of the wildlife profession. I
have been actively involved with several
Committees and Panels that have assessed the need for change in University and College wildlife programs so
that we are better educating our young
people for the coming needs of the
wildlife resource. One of my activities
in Hawaii will be to present a summary
of the key University educational
trends in North America as part of a
‘Listening Session’ designed to acquire
TWS member input on what we need to
do to ensure wildlife are a part of Society’s future.
The Alberta Wildlifer

.

As many things change, many also stay
the same. Fall is clearly a time of
change in our environment, and not
just to the natural world around us,
but also to our personal and professional commitments. This was most
evident during my recent trip to
Thunder Bay to attend the Canadian
Section Annual General Meeting as
the fall leaf colours that provided the
backdrop to our trip were amazing
indeed. And just last weekend a similar perspective was provided on a personal trip from Calgary to Invermere,
BC to visit with family over the
Thanksgiving Weekend. I always enjoy the fall season for many reasons,
but this year, the leaves seemed to

Baydack’s Banter Continued….
So as always, lots of things going on
and lots of changes taking place. But
So as always, lots of things going on
and lots of changes taking place. But
to come back to my opening comment,
many things also do remain the same.
The enjoyment and resolve that many
of us who are members of The Wildlife Society take pride in demonstrating at all times of the year, but perhaps more so at the Annual Conference. The camaraderie, networking,
and information exchange that The
Wildlife Society fosters. And proba-

bly most important, the commitment
to TWS as Our Chosen Professional
and Scientific Organization that
best exemplifies what we feel is
critical to maintaining the world that
we love. As Aldo Leopold so aptly
described many years ago……’There
are some who can live without wild
things and some who cannot.’ I trust
that I know where each of us
stand……

Alberta Conservation Management Plans
Lisa Wilkinson
Conservation management plans are developed for Species of Special
Concern to provide guidance for land and resource management decisions
that affect the species and their habitat. These plans are intended to be
a resource tool for Sustainable Resource Development - Fish and Wildlife Division (SRD-FWD) and for provincial and regional land and resource
management staff.
Conservation management plans provide background information including
species biology, threats to species and habitat, and inventory/monitoring
history. Plans also provide a goal, objectives, and actions (management
recommendations). Management recommendations are typically categorised into inventory and monitoring needs; habitat management and conservation; education and communication; and additional management considerations as required. Conservation management plans are more succinct than the recovery plans that are prepared for Endangered and
Threatened species and do not involve participation of a multistakeholder team.
Four plans are now available on the SRD website: Long-toed salamander,
long-billed curlew, harlequin duck, and Sprague’s pipit. Plans under development include: bull trout, barred owl, prairie falcon, western smallfooted bat, Weidemeyer’s admiral, and white-winged scoter.
Photos: Long-toed salamander (Steve Hanus), harlequin ducks (Drajs Vujnovic), long-billed curlew (Joel Nicholson), bull trout (SRD file)
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Conservation Committee Update
The following issues are currently
being addressed or considered for
ACTWS advocacy action by the Conservation Committee
1) The proposed sale of 16,000
acres public land in the Bow Island
area.
- The Alberta government recently
issued a Request-for-Proposal regarding possible sale and change in agricultural use of the same16,000 acres of
publically owned prairie grassland
that was nearly sold in 2010 for potato farming.
- ACTWS sent a letter to the premier
with copies to seven affected MLAs
and opposition party leaders expressing strong opposition. (See copy of
letter in this newsletter)
2) Absence of effective action toward recovery of Alberta’s endangered greater sage grouse numbers.
- Although considerable attention by
several stakeholders has resulted in
various management efforts over the
past few years to protect sage grouse
and their habitat, the species continues to steeply decline and is currently
near extirpation in Alberta. It is evident that prescribed actions are not
being implemented or are insufficient
in scope to halt the decline and there

Blair Rippin, Chair

is an immediate need to reverse that
trend and/or to develop more effective methods to achieve a recovery.
- ACTWS is preparing letters to
ASRD and Environment Canada expressing extreme dissatisfaction of
the current situation and strongly
recommending several courses of action immediately be undertaken.
.
3) The federal government’s recovery plan for boreal caribou
- The near universal decline in Canadian boreal caribou over the past few
decades resulted in several actions
aimed at halting or reversing the
prevalent trend. Alberta conducted
considerable research and developed
a recovery plan that sets out various
land use restrictions relative to access and industrial development. However, the decline continues in spite of
the fact that COSEWIC designated
boreal caribou as endangered under
the federal Species-at-Risk Act. The
apparent lack of effective remedial
action recently resulted in a court
challenge to Environment Canada by
several ENGOs and First Nations
groups. Subsequently this resulted in
the preparation of a federal boreal
caribou recovery plan in August. The
plan is out for public review until October 29. ACTWS is currently preparing a critique of the plan and will

submit it prior to the deadline.
4) Current review of forestry operating ground rules (OGR)
-. Many of the OGRs were developed
several years ago and provisions were
included to protect wildlife and fish
habitat. However, there has been no
evaluation of their effectiveness in
doing so. There is presently concern
that the OGRs are ineffective in that
regard, especially in riparian areas
along streams in the southern east
slopes.
- SRD has recently established an
internal committee to review the
situation. ACTWS will maintain contact with the committee and provide
input where possible with the objective of effecting changes more conducive to the proper treatment of
wildlife and fish in forested areas.
5) Proposed magnetite mine in the
Livingstone Range
- This proposal has not been widely
advertised and ACTWS is currently
gathering information to determine
whether the issue should be acted
upon.

The federal boreal caribou recovery plan is out for public review… take this opportunity to voice your opinion
Three other issues that may require action in the future are:
A) Status of the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan
B) Alberta Parks Act change to the designation of protected areas
C) Alberta Government Enhanced Approval Process for industrial
activity
Member comments or suggestions on any of the above issues can be made by
contacting ACTWS Conservation Committee at rippin@shaw.ca
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Conservation Committee—Letter Submitted to Premier
The Honourable Alison Redford
Premier of Alberta
Room 307, Legislature Building

Proposed for development: 16,000 acres of
native prairie grassland.

Edmonton, Alberta

“Surely this land base is worth preserving in its original

T5K 2B6

state so as to provide much needed habitat for the threatened and endangered species it is known to support.”

Dear Ms. Redford:
It was with a great deal of concern and disappointment that the Alberta Chapter of The Wildlife Society
(ACTWS) learned of the recent government-issued Request For Proposal (RFP) relative to agricultural development on
16,000 acres of native prairie grassland. This is the same 16,000 acres that were proposed for a potato farming development in 2010 (i.e. to Mr. Louis Ypma of SLM Spud Farms)
We are aware that the RFP does not, at this time, imply a sale of this parcel of crown land. We are also aware
that the terms of the RFP call for rigorous attention to a determination of public benefit, economic viability, and protection of the environment. However, the very considerable opposition expressed last year, and subsequently this year,
by a wide variety of individuals, groups, and through the media surely indicates to you that the property in question has
unique social and environmental values beyond those of intensive agriculture.
The recent report to the group preparing the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan from the Alberta Biodiversity
Monitoring Institute (ABMI) indicates 57% of the Province’s natural grasslands have already been directly altered and
no longer provide the critical environmental goods and services they once did. This benchmark of environmental health
bodes poorly for the future of the planning area.
It is also disappointing to learn that the RFP for sale of this valuable property was broached before the South Saskatchewan Regional Planning group had submitted the first draft of their land use plan. The Land Use Forum process
was touted to be the latest and best system to determine how our land would be allocated for use in the future. This
pre-emptive action would seem inconsistent with that endeavor.
The present use of the land in question for cattle grazing has maintained much of the ecological characteristics
of our native grasslands and continuation would serve to perpetuate those attributes while providing income to the agricultural community. Surely this land base is worth preserving in its original state so as to provide much needed habitat
for the threatened and endangered species it is known to support.
It is also the professional opinion of ACTWS that the wildlife survey information for the land in question, gathered quickly in 2010, is both incomplete and obsolete and should be updated. Therefore, ACTWS offers its considerable ecological expertise to assist in formulating a public use plan for the property that would serve to preserve the
unique natural attributes of its habitat while allowing compatible economic benefits where possible.
Considering the above, we ask that your government reconsider the RFP and act to secure this considerable parcel of native grassland in a state that can continue to support the remaining rare and endangered biota that currently
resides there.
Yours truly
Blair Rippin, Conservation Committee Chair, Alberta Chapter of The Wildlife Society
cc: Hon. Mel Knight, MLA, Minister, Alberta Sustainable Resource Development; cc: Hon. Rob Renner, MLA, Minister,
Alberta Environment; cc: Hon. Jack Hayden, MLA, Minister, Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development; cc: Hon. Raj
Sherman, MLA, Leader Alberta Liberal Party; cc: Hon. Brian Mason, MLA, Leader New Democrat Party; cc: Danielle
Smith, Leader Wild Rose Alliance; cc: Hon. Leonard Mitzel. MLA, Cypress-Medicine Hat
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Foothills Area Alberta BearSmart Program

Bernie Goski

The Foothills Area BearSmart program was initiated in 2009. The initial task of the program was to complete a Foothills Area
Community Human-Bear Conflict Hazard Report (ASRD 2010).
Areas and causes of Human-Bear conflicts were identified in the hazard assessment report. Based on the report information,
recommendations on reducing human-bear conflicts were implemented in Cadomin, Robb, Grande Cache, Hinton, Edson and
Evansburg.

The following recommendations have been implemented:

•

Established BearSmart committees in each of the communities identified in the report. ENCANA has provided
funding to the Grande Cache BearSmart Committee to help establish Grande Cache as a BearSmart community
“Heart of Grizzly Country”.

•

The implementation of proper garbage and unnatural bear attractant management at industrial camps, residential
areas, acreages, and camp grounds has resulted in fewer bears being removed and destroyed.

•

A residential bear proof garbage bin loaner program was
established and is making significant progress in reducing
human-bear conflicts related to garbage and unnatural
food.

•

BearSmart information has been presented to students
from elementary to University level. BearSmart displays
and presentations have also been presented at libraries,
trade shows, industrial workers safety meetings, various
youth and recreation group functions.

“BearSmart is a provincial program developed to educate people on how to prevent bear encounters and how best to respond to bear encounters.”
•

Workshops demonstrating the Proper use of bear spray were offered
and well received by the participants. Some of the candidates have
had bear encounters shortly after taking the training and resulted in
a positive outcome for the person.

•

Installation of BearSmart signage at strategic locations such as: trail
heads, towns of Cadomin, Robb, Grande Cache, Hinton. The signs
message includes information on how to prevent human-bear encounters and appropriate responses to a bear during an encounter. The
public have been very appreciative of the sign installation and information being provided.

•

A pilot project was initiated to evaluate the effectiveness of bio
herbicides as an alternative method in the control of buffalo berry
near campgrounds, schools, play grounds, golf courses and hiking
trails. Early results of using bio herbicides are positive and further
field testing will be conducted.

Over all the BearSmart program is generating a very positive response from the public in the Foothills Area.

The First Ever Canadian Student Conclave
Competing in the US Student
Conclaves has always been a lot of
fun, but being the only Canadian
school in the Western Section Conclaves can sometimes be a little
lonely. So when Lakehead University
announced they were hosting a Conclave for Canadian Student Chapters,
Angela Rideout, Tobias Tan, and I
couldn’t wait to go! A few e-mails and
a grant from the ACTWS later, it was
official – the U of A would be one of
the schools attending the first ever
Canadian Section Student Conclave!
We were going to be spending the
weekend in Camp Duncan, a small
church camp on the shore of Loon
Lake and roughly an hour’s drive out
of Thunder Bay. Of course, there was
a slight hitch in our plans when we
discovered that none of us was old
enough to rent a car without our insurance cards on us, but luckily we
were able to beg a ride from the Conclave coordinator’s roommate! After a
great dinner in the camp cafeteria,
we were given the opportunity to sign
up for the workshops taking place the
next day.

“It was really great to be
able to take part in the
wonderful workshops…”

Tobias and Angela were first out
of the gate, grabbing spots on the
popular wolf-tracking and skull morphology workshops. I decided to go a
slightly different route, and signed up
for a tour of a local amethyst mine
and a walk through the Ontario boreal
forest.

The wolf tracking and trapping workshop was led by Brent Patterson, a
deer and wolf biologist who has done a
lot of work with wolves and coyotes in
Ontario. The devices that Brent uses
to trap research subjects are not
harmful to the wolves at all – they are
lined with rubber to prevent any damage being done. The bait used for the
traps is usually urine or some other
scent from a coyote or another wolf.
Brent passed around a few bait samples for everyone to smell - and according to Angela, concentrated
jarred coyote urine is not very pleasant!

Meanwhile, I was out at a nearby
amethyst mine, being shown around
by the 84-year old owner while learning about the gemstone mining process in Ontario. I was really impressed
with their methods, as they mostly
use a small jet of water to wash out
the softer stone into a pool at the
bottom of the mine trench. There
was even a healthy population of
trout living in the pond at the end of
this mine!
The afternoon saw another
round of workshops, with Tobias and
Angela heading to the cafeteria to
work on skull morphology with Don
Barnes, an instructor at Lakehead
University.

Katrina Jansen
While they were learning how
to age beaver teeth and examining
the parts of elk skulls, I spent the
afternoon on a boreal forest walk
lead by some of the conclave orgainizers from Lakehead. Most of
the people in this workshop were
from Missouri universities, so I
have to say I felt pretty smart being able to name most of the plants
we were looking at... and most unfortunately, we didn’t get any plant
questions at all in the Quiz Bowl
that evening! After beating Lakehead University in the opening
round, we were defeated by the
graduate student team of the University of Manitoba, who then went
on to win the entire competition in a
face-off with Trent University.
We had an amazing time at the
Canadian Student Chapter conclave
this year- the people, both students
and professionals that we met, were
fantastic! It was really great to be
able to take part in the wonderful
workshops that Lakehead University had organized, and though we
may have lost the Quiz Bowl championship this year, I have a feeling
that the U of A will have its glory
day soon! Maybe when one of the
Alberta student chapters hosts
next year’s conclave....? Let’s get on
it, everybody!

Katrina Jansen, Co-president of U of A
Chapter of the Wildlife Society

Wildlife in the Wind Speaker Series
The Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society (ACTWS) is sponsoring a “Wildlife in the Wind” Speaker Series as an
information exchange forum for wildlife professionals, students and interested public. The focus will be on fish and
wildlife research, issues and conservation initiatives. A series of one-hour noon (12:00 to 1:00) seminar talks will
be held in Lethbridge during the fall and winter period (see below for details). Several of the presentations will be
posted on the ACTWS website http://joomla.wildlife.org/Alberta/ . The “Wildlife in the Wind” Speaker Series is
open to all to attend and there is no cost.

DATE

LOCATION

TITLE

PRESENTER

Oct 21, 2011 12:00 to 1:00

Lethbridge
The Zen of Fish and Watersheds: 130 Lorne Fitch Cows
Public Library Years of Change in the Eastern Slopes
and Fish
Community
Meeting Room

Nov 18, 2011 12:00 to 1:00

Lethbridge
MULTISAR: Teaming up with LandPublic Library owners to Improve Species at Risk
Community
Habitat
Meeting Room

Dec 9, 2011

Lethbridge
Transmission Biology of an Unlikely Melissa Thomson
Public Library Invader: The Lancet Liver Fluke in
M.Sc. Candidate
Community
Co-grazing Ungulates in Cypress
University of
Meeting Room
Hills Park.
Lethbridge

12:00 to 1:00

François Blouin
Prairie Conservation Forum

Jan 10, 2012 12:00 to 1:00

Lethbridge
Public Library
Community
Meeting Room

Where Are All The Pronghorn
Fawns?

Paul Jones Alberta Conservation
Association

Feb 14, 2012 12:00 to 1:00

Lethbridge
Public Library
Community
Meeting Room

Parasites and Pathogens in Alberta’s
Aquatic Animals: Hidden Fauna is
Important

Cam Goater University of
Lethbridge

Mar 13, 2012 12:00 to 1:00

Lethbridge
Public Library
Community
Meeting Room

Nesting and Brood Rearing Ecology
of Sharp-tailed Grouse on the Milk
River Ridge

Shane Roersma
Lethbridge College

Lethbridge
Public Library
Community
Meeting Room

From Education to Action: Lessons
Learned in Delivering the Cows and
Fish Program

Norine Ambrose
Cows and Fish

April 10,
2012
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TIME

12:00 to 1:00

The Alberta Wildlifer

2012 ACTWS Annual Meeting
When: March 16-18, 2012
Where: Medicine Hat Lodge

For booking hotel room, use 'Alberta Chapter Wildlife Society' as the group name and '494538' as the
group reference number. Cost is $125.00/night. Phone number for room booking is 1-800-661-8095.
*****
Information about registration and the call for abstracts will be on the website soon.
*****
Interested in helping with organizing the meeting? contact Dave Hobson, dave.hobson@gov.ab.ca
*****

Not sure whether to attend? Consider the following reasons to attend the annual meeting:

•

The largest annual gathering of Alberta biologists and students

•

Excellent opportunity for students to meet professional biologists

•

Excellent opportunity for students to present their research in a positive, supportive environment

•

Learn about the latest wildlife research in Alberta

•

Great opportunity to catch up with old friends and colleagues

Did you know that….
•

Approximately 80% of wetlands in Edmonton’s tablelands have been lost to agriculture and urban expansion
~ Edmonton and Area Land trust, http://www.ealt.ca/
Can you identify this native fish species?

•

The eastern wolverine population is Endangered, and the

Answer on back page.

western wolverine population is Special Concern
~ COSEWIC

•

In Alberta, the wolverine is listed as “Data Deficient”

•

Porsild’s bryum, a moss, is a threatened species in Alberta.
It is found in the Rockies, and in only a few locations in Canada.
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Official Newsletter of the Alberta
Chapter, The Wildlife Society

Upcoming Events

The Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife
Society
P.O. Box 4990
Edmonton, AB T6E 5G8

Wildlife Society—18th Annual Meeting

Jim Allen, President
(780) 427 4194
James.allen@gov.ab.ca

Nov 5-10, 2011, Waikoloa, Hawaii
http://wildlifesociety.org/
Society for Conservation Biology
Dec 5-9, 2011, Auckland, New Zealand

e.org/
mla.wildlif
http://joo
Alberta/

http://www.conbio.org/Activities/Meetings/2011/

Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society
Annual Meeting
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Footnotes from the Editor
Answer from page 4:
Athabasca rainbow trout

Call for research!
Do you have some new research
or research updates that you
would like to share? Please send
them to me for posting in the
newsletter and get the word out.
Let’s keep each other up to
date with what’s happening with
the latest wildlife news.

Do you have any outreach suggestions or success stories?
Do you have any events or
jobs to advertise?
Please send them to me for
posting in the newsletter.
Photos are welcome. Anything
in particular that you would
like to see in your ACTWS
newsletter? Let me know!

Lisa.wilkinson@gov.ab.ca

•

Alberta’s only native trout

•

Found only in Athabasca watershed

•

Status in AB: “Threatened”

•

Small size (photo is of adult)

